
MARFA, TEXAS

Marfa is a small town in West Texas, well 
known on Instagram for the Prada Marfa 
boutique on Highway 90, coming from El 
Paso. That’s how I got to know this town. I 
discovered more about Marfa on my solo road 
trip last year from France.

It’s a quaint, pretty little town typical of 
what one imagines Texas to be. It’s also in 
the middle of a creative revival—art-oriented 
and welcoming, brimming with galleries and 
artists’ studios, performance venues, old 
buildings, chic restaurants, and food trucks.

My Recommendations

» Lodging

Located in the heart of Marfa, Hotel Saint 
George opened its doors in 1886, offering 
guests luxe amenities and the most spa-
cious, artfully designed accommodations 
in town. Don’t be frightened by the nearby 
train tracks; the hotel provides earplugs, 
which is part of the city’s charm (don’t 
worry, the train doesn’t go by often). You’ll 
have access to a lovely, intimate pool across 
the street. From late afternoon onwards, it’s 
open to the locals who meet up and enjoy 
this beautiful spot. 

» Eating

For a chic, cool spot (thanks to the air-
conditioning), try the LaVenture, especially for 
brunch, serving American cuisine. For something 
simpler but original, try The Sentinel Journal-
Café-Restaurant. To make your own sandwiches 
and buy what you need, try the Get Go.

» Visit

You can’t miss the Prada boutique. You’ll find 
several art galleries in town, such as Ballroom 
Marfa (free), the Chinati Foundation, and the 
Judd Foundation. But you have to wander the 
streets and take photos. 

» Insider Tip

Look for the pay phone near the Lincoln Ho-
tel. Pick up the phone and let me know what 
you think.

» The Marfa Checklist

1. The Hotel Saint George’s hidden pool

2. The payphone near the Lincoln Hotel

3. Big Bend Coffee Roasters 

4. Stop by the Giant Marfa Mural before 
arriving. And listen.

5. The Paisano Hotel. Many of the cast of 
the movie Giant stayed here throughout 
filming, and the hotel bar/restaurant was 
a favorite gathering place for Elizabeth 
Taylor, Rock Hudson, James Dean, director 
George Stevens, and the rest of the actors 
and crew.

6. If you’d like to avoid staying in a hotel, 
there are plenty of small houses or 
atypical accommodations for rent. Visit 
visitmarfa.com to find these addresses.

7. When arriving in Marfa from the north, 
you may be surprised to see a giant 
flying chicken called the TARS (Tethered 
Aerostat Radar System). You can only see 
it in the USA!

I never saved anything 	
for the swim back.
—Gattaca
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