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LIGHTS. CAMERA. BARSTOW

MOVIE SETS NEAR
BARSTOW, CALIFORNIA

In search of photo spots for my 2023 road trip,
I used and abused online mapping services
and the Instagram accounts of photographers
I follow to find these wonders. Around
Lancaster, California, there are several film
locations (by the way, the hills remind me so
much of the film Babylon with Margot Robbie
and Brad Pitt) with magnificent sets. Please
note: discretion and respect are imperative to
enjoy these private locations.

» FOUR ACES MOVIE RANCH

The first must-see spot is the Four Aces Movie
Ranch, a reproduction of a diner and motel
that serves exclusively as a film location

for movies, music videos, and commercials.
There’s also a dummy mechanic’s workshop,
with everything in one place to suit all types
of shooting. Don'’t look for lodging or entry—
it’s private property, and as long as you stay
behind the rope that goes around it, you'll be
fine. Films like Identity (2003) and series like
Twin Peaks and Buffy the Vampire Slayer have all
passed through here. As you can see, the place
is lost in the middle of the desert.

T TV

» EASY REST INN

If you take the road north from the Four Aces
Movie Ranch, you'll see the Easy Rest Inn.
Admire the magnificent sign. Again, stay
behind the fence, as this is a private area. I
love the sense of detail in this film location;
there’s even a road map dispenser. The Devil’s
Rejects, Torque, and Eye of the Storm were
filmed here. There are a few vehicles there,
sometimes undercover.

» ROY’S MOTEL & CAFE

This is where the movie The Hitcher with Rutger
Hauer and Jennifer Jason Leigh was filmed. Roy’s
Motel & Café is a popular destination for filming.
Its iconic presence along Route 66 has made it a
sought-after location for movies, commercials,
music videos, photo shoots, and road trips. The
appeal lies in its picturesque setting amidst vast
desert landscapes in the heart of the Mojave,
complemented by a striking vintage neon sign.
Simply visiting Roy’s Motel & Café evokes the
feeling of being on a movie set.

RECOMMENDATIONS

» LODGING

I stayed at the California Inn. It’s a decent
hotel—not luxurious, not bad, but decent. It’s
well located in Barstow, with ample parking
and a gas station right next door. The pool is
okay, too. It's an ideal place to spend long days
exploring the surrounding roads.

» INSIDER TIP

If you want to take beautiful photos, go in the
morning at sunrise (you'll have more time)

or in the evening at sunset (the colors are

more beautiful, but you'll have less time to
photograph). At night, the neon lights at Roy’s
Motel are lit up, creating a beautiful spectacle of
reflections in the gas station and visitor center
windows. Don'’t forget the little post office.




